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Piiscellany. 
ON THE NECESSITY OF A GOSPEL 
TESTIMONY. 

It has been sugyested that it 
might be expedient to discontinue 
our strictures and devote our 
columné exclusively to other sub- 
jects. But we are fully satisfied 
that the cause of Christianity will 
never be promoted without a 
faithful and pointed testimony ; 
exposing. the degeneracy of 
Christendom, and thereby showing 
the necessity of a reformation. 
We learn from the oracles of di- 
vine truth, ecclesiastical history, 
and the very nature of things, that 
every effort to reform mankind 
will prove abortive withont such 
a testimony; without bold and in- 
dependent exertions in the cause 
of righteousness. The propriety 
of this course is evident from the 
state of the world; >» especially 
that part denominated protestant. 
The prophets prophesy smooth 
things, the priests bear rule, and 
what is worse, the people are at 
ease in Zion, and love to have it 
so. All societies have become 
degenerate, and instead of grow- 
ing better are continually growing 
more and more corrupt. Although 
there are among all, those who 
are truly sincere, yet the formality, 
pride, love of the world, bigotry, 
and party spint which exist. 
threaten an extinction of vital 
godliness. We cannot, therefore, 
expect any great  reiormation 
from any sect whatever. Church 
history informs us, that when God 
raises up a people, and they, or 
their successors, forsake him, 
unite with the world, and become 
respectable, he no longer mani- 
fests his power among them as in 
the_ beginning; but raises up 
others, even to testify against 
them: notwithstanding they were 
once his delight, and by them he 
was glorified and wrought won- 
ders ;-for instance, the primitive 
charch, now the catholic ; upon 
which the Lord is pouring out his 
judgments by suffering the sword 
to destroy them. Many suppose, 
because any people “have been 
highly favoured of the Lord at 
one time, he ever continues to 
own them; but this is a dangerous 
error, and leads thousands to trust 
in an empty form. Says Mr. 


Fraser im his “ Key to the Prophe- 














cies,” “God has promised to 
preserve his. children  uncor- 
rupted as individuals, but that 
promise extends not to communi- 
ties. The true church, as a com- 
munity, is invisible, in order to 
be safe from the face of the. ser- 
pent; which implies, that when a 
number of the true church, be- 
come visible as a society, they 
shall not be safe, but be corrupted 
more or less, by the same artifices 
which overwhelmed the great 
body of professed Christians, and 


raised among the antichristian 


hierarchy. Now, societies may 
separate from those already esta- 
blished, ad infinitum ; but the spi- 
rit of antichrist will pervade them 
all: a spirit of ambition and co- 
vetousness in the ralers, of sen- 
suality and hypocrisy in the mem- 
bers.’ Another author observes, 
‘It is certain, that matters in the 
Christian world, will not be any 
better, till the grand cause of the 
evils which now. abound in it, is 
entirely removed; till the Kin 

of kings comes forth, followed by 
his chosen disciples, as represent- 
ed in the vision, to make war 
against all the evil practices and 
principles, now in christendom, 
and all parties, party-schemes, 
and false prophets, are completely 
destroyed, at the great battle of 
Armageddon. Nor need it be 
expected that there will be any 
more considerable reformations of 
religion in the different churches 
now existing ; for they will only 
continue to become more corrapt, 
and more and more lost to a real 
knowledge of what pure and un- 
defiled religion before God and 
the Father ts, till that event shal! 
take place.” Since such a flood 
of error,delusion, and unrighteous- 
hess exist, and is still increasing 
among all who profess “to hold 
the key of knowledge,” we think 
it inconceivably important to 
represent things in their true 
colours; that the eyes of the de- 
luded might be opened, and the 
sincere preserved from the influ- 
ence of the beast and false pro- 
phet. No change for the better 
will take place while the pedple 
are taught to believe that the va- 
rious and extensive means now in 
operation will convert the world ; 
that the religion of the day will 
take them to heaven, and that all 
is going’ on well. Bat on the 
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contrary, if it is made manifest 
that what passes for religion gene- 
rally, is like that of the scribes 
and pharisees, that they must pos- 
sess quite a different kind, then 
there will be'a prospect of doing 
good. Henée arises the necessity 
of a pure and scriptural testimony. 
It ever has been, and ever will be 
attended with the best of conse- 
quences, Jesus Christ delivered 
the trath so plain and forcibly that 
the Jews could not bear it and 
consequently put him to death; 
**ye hate me, said he, because 
I testify that your deeds are evil.” 

Were we only to recommend 
and enforce religion, every person 
professing Christianity no doubt 
would be pleased, and this would 
be much more satisfactory to us, 
could it be done consistent with 
our duty. But people hear such 
preaching, go-to-meeting, and re- 
turn from it like the ,, door upon 
the hinge,” without becoming any 
better, nay many are hardened 
thereby ; therefore something dif- 
ferently must be done. As a pious 
person once remarked, “ that if 
the proud or fungous flesh in an 
ill-conditioned «alcer could not be 
removed by mild means, more 
active and powerful must be re- 
sorted to.” Few, however, we 
are well aware, are willing to hear 
the truth; they cannot bear to 
have their idols attacked and de- 
stroyed: and when it is done they 
are ready to cry out schism, dis- 
affection, heretic, and what not. 
All the reformations on record 
have been preceded by “ laying 
the axe at the root of the corrupt 
tree.” In proof of this we need 
ouly refer to the reformers ; Mar- 
tin Luther might have preached 
his whole lifé in the ordinary 
manner without any benefit.. Had 
he spoken of the beauty of reli- 
gion. love to God, and love to 
man: the pope, cardinals, and 
whole inquisition would have 
commended him. But he saw 
that such discourses were all ap- 
proved of, and were constantly 
sounding in the ears of the peo- 
ple (as in the present day,) with- 
out any effect. He therefore 
faithfully exposed the errors and 
corruption of popery, and a glo- 
rious reformation was the result. 
“Popery,” said Luther, “ will 
never be reformed one tittle by 
writings that give na offence, tha’ 


make no attack, in a word, that 
do not bite.” The people would 
have remained in ignorance and 
sin if Luther had pursued the 
course of our modern divines. 
George Fox pursued a similar 
course ; he fearlessly attacked 
béth clergy and laity, exposed 
their formality and corruptions 
in their very meeting-houses. 
He convinced the people that 
they must possess a different kind 
of religion, that they were follow- 
ing blind guides, and if they did 
not forsake them they would sink 
to perdition. Should a person in 
this day come into any of the 
meetings and testify the trath in 
the same manner, he no doubt 
would be taken up or denounced 
asa public disturber of the peace, 
and probably be fined or impri- 
soned. The Lord through his 
instrumentality however, raised 
ap a holy people ; but, like other 
societies, they have departed from 
the principles of their founders, 
struck on the rock of human policy, 
bowed down to the god of this 
world, and now, under pretence 
of great sanctity, have a name to 
live, while they are dead. In this 
day, as the Minister stated in our 
last number, “all denominations 
of protestants are as much in need 
of reformation, as popery was 
when protestantism first began.” 
And in order to effect this it is 
as necessary to hold forth the same 
gospel testimony as at that period. 

All bodies of professors have 
left the simplicity of the gospel, 
and there never was a time 
when a reformation was more 
necessary. Those who are set 
up for teachers, prophesy smooth 
things, and daub with untempered 
mortar ; they deceive their hear 
ers by telling them that religion 
is in a flourishing state, and there- 
fore that no change is necessary ; 
and it seems that they are deter- 
mined to support the old order of 
things, if they all drop into hell 
together. We do, in the name of 
the Lord, declare, that all such 
ministers (and there seem to be 
but few besides) aré a curse, an 
aseless burden in our land; and 
the souls of thousands, it is to be 
feared, will be found in their skirts: 
Those who refuse to declare 
the wholecounsel of God, (though 





it militate against their own inte- 
rest orsect,) are “ false prophets, 










































are wolves in sheep’s clothing.” 

Every denomination is now la- 
bouring to build up their own 
cause, and often at the expense of 
truth and righteousness. One 
strives with the other, Demetrius 
like, to have the “ pre-eminence ;” 
each wishes to become the largest, 
most formidable, and the most re- 
spectable. Hence as a person in 
a letter to the writer remarks, 
“every sect has an interest to 
support separate from Christ’s in- 
terest ; and whatever opposes that 
interest they will oppose.”” On 
this and many accounts we see 
how little need be expected from 
any of them. One society will 
run down another, point out their 
errors, inconsistencies, &c. with 
pleasure and triumph ; but when 
any one belonging to them: ex- 
poses the evils which exist in their 
own society, though ever so gla- 
ring and dangerous, they become 
alarmed, immediately begin to cen- 
sure him, and if the same practice 
is persisted in, he will be “dealt 
with,”’ or disowned for “ sowing 
discord,” &c. We learn from 
this and other facts, the impor- 
tance of exposing the hypocrisy, 
dissimulation, party-spirit, bigotry, 
and selfishness that exist in every 
sect. Jesus has declared that 
“every plant that is not of his 
Father’s right-hand planting shall 
be plucked up ;” and as all sects 
are contrary to the gospel, and 
prevent the progress of piety, 
they must, as Bicheno and other 
authors affirm, sooner or later 
come entirely to an end. It is 
owing to their degeneracy that 
there is now so little religion in 
the world. 

It is evident that ere long the 
Lord will raise up witnesses to 
testify against all the abomina- 
tions of Antichrist. When this 
fully takes place, there will be a 
scene of persecution perhaps sur- 
passing any other. For bigots, 
sectarians, formalists, and hypo- 
crites will constitute one party, 
and the true and faithful witnesses 
of the Almighty will constitute 
the other. ‘The former will sup- 
pees their corrupt religion at all 
vazards, and muster all their 
power and influence to suppress 
the testimony, “ These shall make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them.’ Rev. xvii. 
14. The latter being sent of God, 
and designed to conquer, will not 
cease until they have brought to 
an end every thing which opposes 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. * They 
will overcome by the blood of the 
Famb and by the word of their tes- 





his people, and’ God elf shall 
be with them, and ‘be their God.” 
Rev. xxi. 2,3. “ Then shall. be 
heard the voice of a-great multi 
tude, and as the voice of many wa- 
ters, and as the voice of ‘mt, 
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the Lurd God omnipotent ragn- 
eth.” Rev. xix. 6. 


Benedict’s History of all Religions. 

The peculiarities of the different 
denominations. Ail parties of Chris 
tians, have something uponewhich 
they value themselves, and 1b 
which they take peculiar satisfac- 
tion and delight ; on the other 
hand they ali see something in 
others which excites their pity, 
their censure, or disgust; and 
more than- ali that, most of them 
see many things among them- 
selves, which they laugh at and 
condemn. 

The Greeks have their Patri- 
archs, their Chrysostom and Basil, 
their liturgy of very high antiqui- 
ty, and their very ancient church. 

The Roman Catholics have 
their Popes and Cardinals, their 
regular Episcopal Apostolical suc 
cession, their long list of Prelates 
and ecclesiastical dignitaries, their 
Bellarmines and Bossuets, their 
Masillions and Cambrays, their 
Xaviers, their Propaganda and 
their Vatican, their Council of 
Trent, their immense establish- 
ment and their ancient Apostoli- 
cal church. 

The Lutherans have their Lu- 
ther and Melancthon, anda long 
list of very eminent men, and the 
oldest and largest body of Pro- 
testants, which they delight to 
denominate the Lutheran evan- 
gelical church. 

The Church of England has its 
Gridleys and Cranmers, its Til- 
lotsons and Leightons ; it boasts 
also of a well organized ecclesi- 
astical hierarchy and a most ex- 
cellent Liturgy. 

The Presbyterians have their 
Calvin and their Knox, their West- 
miuster confessions, their learned 
ministry, and their orthodox 
church. 

The independents contemplate 
with delight the great plainess 
and simplicity of their Ecclesias- 
lical regimen, the unwearied as- 
siduity of their ministers, and the 
substantial piety of their commu- 
nity; they have also their Owen 
and Howe, their Watts and Dod- 
dridge. 

The Congregationalists dwell 
with delight on the piety and emi- 
nence of their forefathers: their 
flourishing colleges and semina- 








timony.” Rev. xii. 11. The con- 
test will probably be short, but 
glorious ; and when accomplished, 
the New Jerusalem will descend 
out of Heaven, and a voice will 
be heard, “* Behold the Tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be 


ries, the learning of their minis- 
try, and the religious intelligence 
of their community. 

The Baptists have their Gill 
and Gale, their scripture mode, 
and their great increase. 

The Methodists delight to dwell 





upon the names of Wesley and 





thunderings, saying, Alleluiah, ‘2 


Asbury, and'to desefibe the ardent: 
zeal, and growing numbers of their 
community.* — ; 

“The Moravians have their 
Hernhut and their Zinzendori. 
their patience and perseverance, 
(heir missionary zeal, and their 
great success. , 

The Quakers dwell with satis 
faction upon the names of Fox, 
Barclay, and Penn; upon their 
plainness of speech and dress, 
their abhorence of war and blooc- 
shed, and upon the opposition 
they havé met with from the 
world, and the inflexible integrity 
of their members. 

The Universalists delight to ex- 
patiate on their extended views of 
the mercy of God, and the rapid 
spread of their opinious. 

The New Jerusalem churchhas 
utes Swedenborg and his celestial 
mysterics, their important disco- 
veries in theology, aud their inti- 
mate acquaintance with the invi- 
sible world. 

And the Millennial church has 
its mother Ann, and the new dis- 
pensation, its virgin life and its 
cross bearing religion. 

Other denominations pity the 
ignorance and the idolatrous su- 
persitions of the Roman Catholics ; 
while they in return look with 
compassion and disgust on the he- 
resies and schisins, the strifes and 
divisions among*the different par- 
ties of Protestants. A protestant 
thinks with horror on acknowl- 
edging the Pope as the head 
of the church: on the other hand, 
a Roman Catholic said to the au- 
thor—We indeed are Episcopal- 
ians, but we do not wish to be as- 
sociated with the Parliamentary 
church of England, with her 
worldly head, aud her secularised 
hierarchy. 

Other denominations pity the 
cold inconvenient submersion of 
the Baptists ; while the Baptists in 
their turn Censure and reject what 
they consider the isuflicient 
modes of others. 

The Methodists cannot endure 
the cold, heartiess and unaffected 
religion of neighbours; while 
others as severely blaine the trre- 
gular and intemperate sallies ol 
their zeal. 

The Quakers condemn, with 
great severity, the pomp and pa- 
rade,the fashion and ceremonies of 
the rest of the world; while the 


aid unbending adherence to their 
own peculiar forms and opinions, 
are equally offensive to other de. 
nominations. 


*It betrays much ignorance or Uisaune 
in those who. boast of an increase in num- 
bers mm their society, and consider it an ev:- 
dence that religion is spreading among 
them. Church history informs us that 
piety decimesjust in proportion as number: 
mcrease. The Church of Rome now holds 
dominion ever more than one half of Chris- 
tendom, having in its connexion more than 
one hundred and eighty millions of mem. 
bers, and yet it resembles a carcase without 








life, or the dry bones ef Ezekiel. 






plainness and preciseness, the stiff 





‘AN’ AGED SINWER’S ADVICE. 
** Quench not the Spirit.” 
“ My children,” said the-old 
man, ** few are the words of your 
dying father ; | wish them to sink 
deep into your hearts.” ‘Phen 
raising himself a little in his bed 
with a degree of strength which 
he had not been able to command 
for several of the last weeks of his 
sickness, he proceeded.— 

When young | enjoyed religious 
privileges and was the subject 
of occasional serious reflection. 
When just enteringmy 16th year, 
religious impressions were made 
on my mind with unusual force. 
{ seemed to heara voice continu- 
ally saying to me seek religion now. 
| was unhappy ; my former a- 
musements lost their relish. Still 
I was not willing wholly fo relin- 
quish them, and obey the voice 
which urged me to seek religion 
immediately. One day, after 
much reflection, { deliberately 
promised to God that as’ soon as 
the season of youthful amusement 
was past, | would give myself to 
religious pursuits—My anxieties 
immediately left me;1 returned 
to my amusements, and the whole 
subject was soon forgotten. 

hen at twenty-five, the moni- 
tory voice returned, reminded me 
of my promise, and again pressed 
upon me the importance of eter- 
nal things.x—Though I had not 
thought of my promise for years, 
| acknowledged its obligation, 
but an immediate fulfilment seem- 
ed more impracticabie than it did 
nine years before. 

1 vowed with increased solem- 
nity, that when the cares ofa ris- 
ing family should subside, I would 
certainly attend to the concerns of 
religion, 

Ayam 1 applied myself to 
worldly avocations, and soon bu- 
ried all thoughts of the admonition 
| bad Yeceived. At fifty, when 
sou, my children, were diminish- 
ing instead of increasing my cares, 
this heavenly monitor returned, 
— Fulfil your promise,” but I 
felt dissatistied that its fulfilment 
should be claimed so soon. I re- 
gretted that I had not attended 
to the subject before, when I 
could have done it with less diffi- 
culty; but such was thé extent 
and pressure of my business that to 
do it then seemed impossible. 
The subject niade me anhappy, 
and, afier much deliberation, | 
sought relief to.my troubled feel- 
ings, by most solemnly renewing 
my promise to God.—When } 
said, the pressure of business is 
past, | will devote my whole atten- 
tion to a preparation for eternity. 

No sooner had | fixed my mind 
on this course, than my ‘anxieties 
left me, the strivings of the Spirit 
ceased in my bosom, and ceased 
for ever,—W hen sickness warned 
meo' approaching death I sought 
to fix my feelings on this subjeal, 
hut it was in vain. There was a 
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oom and terror drawn around 
religion at. which my soul shud- 
dered. Ifelt that | was forsaker 
of God, but it did not move me. 
Thad no love to God, no repen- 
tance for sin, nor wish to forsake 
it. I felt nothing butthe sudden 
gloom of despair—I knew I was in 
the hands of a justly offended God, 
from whom I expected no mercy, 
and ceuld ask none.—With these 
feelings 1am now about to enter 
the eternal world. To you my 
children | can only say profit by 
my example——quench not the 
Spirit—seek religion now, if, you 
would avoid a miserable eternity ; 
put not off the concerns of your 
souls ‘till’”—-The sentence died 
upon his lips ; his etrength, which 
had been all summoned to make 
this last effort, suddenly failed, he 
fell back upon his bed, and witha 
groan thatseemed to speak the 
pains of another world, the im- 
mortal spirit took its fight from 
that body which it had iwhabited 
nearly fourscore years, to receive 
according to that it had done. 

This little narrative 1 had from 
a grandson of the old man, who 
stood by his dying bed. He was 
a minister of the Gospel, and da- 
ted his first permanent conviction 
from the solemnities of that awful 
scene. 
old man were numerous, most of 
whom became pious. ‘Two, who 
are now preachers, and several 
others were first awakened by his 
dying charge. 

A few particulars in the last 
years of this aged sinner are per- 
haps worthy of remark. 

Three years before his death 
there was a revival in the place 
where he resided, and the son 
with whom he lived was a subject 
of its influence. He made the 


most violent opposition to his son’s } 


religious feelings, and never whilst 
able to move about the house, did 
he remain in the room during fami- 
ly prayers, nor till his dying hour 
was.a prayer offered in his hear- 
ing at his request. 






The descendants of the | 
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withstanding all that was a 
iy his character and deportment 


hevfelt the infinite necessity of an, 


inward charge. " &) 


For my own part, said» he, 
when I first began to know myself, 
I saw, | felt that man. is a@ande- 
finable avtmal, partly of a bestial, 
and partly of an mfernal natuPe. 
The discovery shocked mvy* self- 
love, and filled me with the ot* 
1 endeavoured, for’ 
some time, to throw a_ palliating 
disguise over the wretchedness of 
my condition: but the impression 
it had already made upon my heart 


most horror. 


was too deep to be erased. It 


was to no purpose that I reminded 


myself of the morality of my con- 
duct, 


early piety and virtue. 

From this time his hopes and 
fears, his desires and pursuits, 
were totally changed. From the 


heights of self-exaltation, hesunk 
into the depths of self-abhorrence : 


and from shining in the foremost 
ranks of the virtuous, he placed 
himself on a level with the chiei 
of sinners. Conviction made 
way for unfeigned repentance, 
and repentance laid a~ solid 
foundaticn for Christian piety. 
His sorrow for sin was suc- 
ceeded by a 
the Almighty’s favour, and the 
pangs of remorse gave way to the 
Joys of remission. Belreving on 

















He so studiously avoided all 
religious conversation, that from | 
the death of his wife, which was 
thirteen years previous, he was 
never known to say a word about 
his own feelings, till in his dying 
moments he made the communi- 
cation above given.—Monitor. 





fAemoir. 


JOHN FLETCHER. 


Among those distinguished fol- 
lowers of the Lamb who have 








shone brightest in the churgb be- 
low, it is perhaps impossible to fix | 
on one more distinguished» for| 
piety than the subject of the fol-j 
lowing narrative. 
{fe was born in Switzerland, in| 
_1729, and soon displayed a pecu- 
liarly pious disposition. Butnet- 





Jesus, as the Scripture hath said, 
he found in him a well of conso- 
lation springing up into everlast- 
ing life. All his wanderings wefe, 
at once, happily terminated, bis 
doubts were removed, his tears 
were dried up, and he began to 
rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. His conversion was not 
imaginary, but real. It not only 
influenced his sentiments, but ex- 
tended to Ins conduct. 

From this period of his life, he 
became truly exemplary for Chris- 
tian piety. He walked cheerfully, 
as well as valiantly, in the ways 
of God. He followed Jesus ; and 
became a faithful preacher of the 
Gospel, at Madely. 

Some time before the begin- 
ning of his last sickness, he was 
deeply impressed with the near- 
ness of eternity. There (says 
Mrs. Fletcher) was searcean hour 
in which he was not calling upon 
us, to drop every thought and 
every care, that we might attend 
to nothing, but the drinking deep- 
er into God. We spent much 
time in earnest prayer to God, 
and were led in a peculiar man- 
ner toabandon our whole selves, 
our souls and bodies,- into « the 
hands of God; ready to do, and 
willing to suffer whatever was 


| well-pleasing to him, 


Afew days before his dissolu- 


| tion, he appeared to have reach- 
| ed that desirable point, where the 





miatihé 


It was in vain, that I re- 
collected. the many encomiums 
that had been passed upon my 


cousciousness of 





raptire with visions of glory, he 


praise of God’s unfattiomable love. 
He taboured to declare the secret 
‘manifestations he enjoyed, but his 


expressible. things, he contented 


out that adorable love, which can 
vever-be fully comprehended ° or 
wtlequately expressed. This’ tri- 


trausient feeling.but a state that he 
continued to. enjoy, with little or 
no discernible interfuption, to the 
moment ofhis death, While he 
possessed the power of speech, he 
spoke as.one whose Jips had been 
toriched with @ five coal from the 
altar ; aad when. deprived of that 
power, his counteuance digcover- 
ed that he was sweetly engaged in 
the contemplation of eternal 
things. 

His last public service was af- 
fecting beyond description. He 
opened the reading service with 
apparent,stréfigth ; but before he 
had proceeded far in it,-his_ coun- 
tenance changed, his speech began 
to falter, and it was*with the at- 
most difficulty that he could keep 
himself from fainting. Every eye 
was riveted’ upon. him, deep so- 
licitude, was’ painted on every 
face, and confaséd murmurs of dis- 
(ress ran throagh the whole con- 
yregation. In the midst of this 
affecting scene, Mrs. Fletcher was 
seen pressing through the crowd, 
and carnestly entreating. her dy- 
ing husband no longer to attempt 
what appeared to be utterly im- 
practicable. But he, as though 
conscious that he was engaged in 
his last public work, mildly refused 
to be entreated. ‘There was 
something in his appearance and 
manner that gave his word an ir- 
resistible influence upou this so- 
lemn occasion. 

After sermon he walked up to 
the communion table, uttering 
these words, ‘1 am going to throw 
myself under the wings of the 
cherubim, before the mercy-seat.’ 
Here the same distressing scene 
was renewed with additional so- 
lemnity. The people were deep- 
ly affected; while they beheid 
him offering up the last languid 
remains ofa life, that had been 
lavishly spent in their service, 
Groans‘and téars were on every 
side. In going throagh this last 
part ofhis duty, he was exhausted 
again and again : but his “spiritual 
vigour triumphed over his bodily 
weakness. After several times 
sinking upon the sacramental ta- 






are 
4 made to the souls of dying saints. 
}Rowsed, as it were, with the 
shoals of angels, and kindled inte 


broke ihto a soug of holy triumph. 
j.wmeh began and ended with the 


sensations were too powerful for 
utterance, andyafter looking at in- 


himself with, calling apon all 
areund bimato celebrate and shout 













the love- 
memorials of bis dying Lord. In 
the course of this concluding of- 
fice, which he performed by 
means of the most astonishing ex- 
ertions, he gave out several ver- 
ses of hymus, and delivered many 
affectionate exhortations to his 
people, calling upon them, at in- 
tervals, to celebrate the mercy of 
God in short songs of adoration 
and praise, And now. having 
struggled through a service of 
near four hours continuance, he 
was supported, with blessings in 
his mouth, from the sacred table 
to his chamber, where he lay for 
some time in a swoon, and from 


with ‘his dving hand, 


amphr st frame of.mind was not ad whence he never walked into the 


world again. 

After this, he dropt into a 
sleep for some time, and on wa- 
king, said with a smile to Mrs. 
Fletcher, * Now, my dear, thou 
seest Lam no worse for doing the 
Nr oy work. He never fails me 

when | trust in Him. On Mon- 
day and Tuesday we (she adds) 
had a little paradise together. He 
lay on a couch in the study: and 
though often changing posture, 
was sweetly pleasant, and fre- 
quently slept a good while togeth- 
er. When he was awake, he de« 
lighted in hearing me read hymns, 
and ‘treatises on faith and love, 
He was used often to repeat, * We 
are to seek a perfect conformity 
to the will of God ; and leave him 
to give us pleasure or pain, as it 
seemeth Him good.’ 

] asked him, whether he had 
any directions to give me, if he 
should be taken from me; since I 
desired to form my whole life 
thereby. He replied,‘ No, not 
by mine : the Holy Ghost shall di- 
rect thee. | have nothing _parti- 
cular to say.’ I said, have you any 
conviction, that God is” about to 
take you? He said,‘ Novonly | 
always see death so inexpressibly 
near, that we both seem to stand 
on the verge of eternity.’ 

On Wednesday, he told me, 
he had received such a manifesta- 
tion of the full meaning of those 
words, God is love! as he could 
never be able to express. ‘It fills 
my heart,’ said he, ‘every mo- 
ment. O Polly, my dear Polly, 
God is Love! Shout, shout alotd! 
I want a yust of praise to go to 
the ends of the earth! But it 
seemsas if | could not speak mach 
longer. Let us fix on a sign be- 

tween ourselves.’ * Now, said he, 

(tapping me twice with his finger) 

| méan, God is love. And we will 

draw each other into God. Ob- 

serve! By this we will draw each 

other into God.’ 

“On Tuesday his speech began 

tofail, ‘To his friendly doctor he 

said, ‘Osir, you take much thought 

for my body : permit me to. take 

thought for your soul!’ When I 














ble, he still resumed his. sacred 
work, and cheerfully. distributed, 





could. scarcely understand any 
thing he said, | spoke these words, 
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God is love. Instantly, as if all 
his powers were awakened, he 
broke out ina rapture, ‘ God is 
love! love! Jove! O for that gust 
of praise! } wantto sound!’ - 


“On Saturday in the after- 
noon, one of his friends said to 
him, ‘ Do you think the Lord will 
raise you up? Fle strove to an- 
swer, and could just pronounce, 
‘Raise me up in the resurr’——- 
Meaning in the resurrection. To 
another, who asked the same ques- 
tion, he said, ‘1 leave it all to 
God.’ 

* Asnight drew on, | perceived 
him dying very fast. [lis fingers 
could hardly make the sign, which 
he scarcely ever forgot: and his 
speech seemed quite gone. | said, 
‘My dear creature, I ask not for 
myself: I know thy soul: but for 
the sake of others, If Jesus be 
very present with thee, lift up thy 
right hand. Immediately he did 
so. If the prospect of glory 
sweetly open before thee, repeat 
the sign. He instantly raised it 
again, and in half a minute, a se- 
cond time. He then threw it up, 
as if he would reach the top of 
the bed. After this hts hands 
moved no more.” 


ing consciousness, that they.should 
see his face no more. 

“ Now ithe hour approached, 
that was, says a friend, fo put a) 
solemn termination to.our Hopes’ 
and fears. fis weakness very 
perceptibly, increased, but'» his 
countenance coptinued uaaltered 
to the last. If there was any vi- |, 
sible change in his feélings, he-ap- | 
peared more at case, 
sweetly composed,*as the moment 
of his dismission drewnear. Oar) 
eyes were riveted upon him in} 
awful expectation. But, whatever 
we had felt before, no murmuring | 
thought was suffered, at this in- 
terésting period, to darken, they 


| 


glories of so illustrious a scene. , 


All was silence, when the last an- } 
gelic messenger suddenly arrived, | 
and performed his important com- | 
mission with so much stiliness and | 
secrecy, that it was impossible to | 
determine the-exact moment of its 
completion. Mrs. Fletcher was 
kneeling by the-side of her de- 
parting husbatid; one’ who had 
attended him with uncommon as- 
siduity, during the last stages of 
his distemper, sat at his head; 
while | sorrowfully .waited near 
his feet. Uncertain, whetheror 
not he was totally separated from 





While their pastor was breathing 
out his soul into the hands of a 
faithful Creator, his people were 
offering up their joint supplications 
on his behalf in the house of God. 
The whole village wore an air of 
consternation and sadness, and not 
one joyful song was heard among 
all its inhabitants :—h@&ty mes- 
sengers were passing to and fro 
with anxious inquiries and con- 
fused reports :—and the members 
of every family ‘sat together in 
silence that day, awaiting, with 
trembling expectation, the issue 
of every hour. After the con- 
clusion of evening service, seve- 
ral of the poor, who came from 
distant parts, and who were usually 
entertained under Mr. Fletcher’s 
roof, still lingered about the house, 
and seemed unable to tear them- 
selves away from the place, with- 
out a sight of their expiring pas- 
tor. 














us, we pressed nearer, and hung | 
over his bed in the attitude of lis- 
tening attention,—his lips had 
ceased to move, and his head was 
gently sinking upon his bosom,— 
we stretched out our hands; but 
his warfare was accomplished, 
and the happy spirit had taken. its | 
everlasting flights” 














Suntatacy. 


|  Dysentery.—We have noticed a 
| communication in the Ozford Observ- 





All the physician can do, is to act as} hundred barrels of powder were 
an handmaid to nature, and when he 
vats er efforts, he does an irrepara- 
ble injary. Much credit at the same 
‘time is due ‘to the writer for the ra- 
tional and judicious treatment of this 
disorder in every other respect except 
| bleeding. 


and more’ Wé€, 


under the title of Charles X. He is 


' state, in a Bulletin, that many Libe- 
' rals of all classes have answered the 


rescribes any thing which counter- 


By the last arrival from England, 
learn that Louis the 18th is dead. 


He will be succeeded by his brother, 





a rigid monarchist, and a bigot in re- 
ligion. ‘There is but little doubt but 
that he will either be dethroned or 
beheaded ; as’ affairs are fast ripening 
for another revolution. ‘ 


Spain.—T he Constitutionalists have 
asaociated themselves together under 
the appellation of “* The Liberating 
Army,” and their cry is ** liberty and 
independence! War to thé French 
and the T'yrants—peace and union 
among all the Spaniards.” They 


call of their country ; and all united, 
form a strong -Phalanx, which will 
speedily carry terror and extermina- 
tion to all their enemies. 


The censorship of the press is re- 
established in France. 

The war between England and Al- 
giers had been terminated, and peace 
restored. 


It was expected that the Emperor 
Alexander would visit France in the 
course of the fall, where it was ru- 
moured that he would meet the King 
of England and some of the other Eu- 
ropean monarchs. 











Spain continued in avery disturbed 


\.state—French bayonets alone pre- | 
“ Blessed are the dead that’ die in the Lord.” | Vented another decided revolutionary 
| movement. 


The latest intelligence from the 


| Greeks, was very inauspicious for | 
| their cause. 
| some severe reverses, and were much 


They had sustained 


dispirited. 






burned. Theshock was tremendous, 
and felt for miles: the buildings, to 
their foundations, were literally blown 
to atoms. Buildings and their furni- 
tare, in the immediate vicinity, were 
greatly damaged. 


On the 3d inst. a man named Her- 
bert Cripps, was found shot in the 
woods near Flemington, N.J. He 
had left home to cut wood, and not 
returning at night, search was made, 
and he was found on the 5th, dead, 
sitting against a tree. Two persons 
have been taked up on suspicion. 


Mr. Hector Seward, of Goshen, 
was, during the ceremonies in honour 
of Gen. La Fayette, in Newburgh, 
instantaneously killed, by the kick oi 
a horse. He was aged 26 years, and 
had been married but afew months. 


Would you punish the spitefal ?— 
Show him that you are above his ma- 
lice. ‘The dart that he threw at you 
will then rebound and pierce him to 
the heart. 


It is stated that a woman has lately 
been delivered of 7 children at Va- 
lentia, (Spain.) 

A grocer has been fined 100I. in 
London for selling adulterated pep- 
per. 

The population of France, accord- 
ing to recent exaci mquiries, amounts 
to 30,616,000 inhabitants. 


Portry. 


“ OUR LIFE’S A DREAM.” 


I saw a little infant sleeping 

Sweetly across its mother’s arms, 
Securely guarded was its keeping 

Against all dangers and alarms. 
Again I saw, of sprightly mien, 

The youth amus’d with airy bubbles, 
Sporting on life’s fantastic seene— 

A stranger to all cares and troubles. 


1 look’d again ;—the busy man, 
| With anxious.look and steady gaze, 
| Pass’d and repass’d, and seem’d to scan 
Life’s many movements with amaze. 
Once more I look’d ;—the hoary head 
Came bending with the weight of years ; 
| Whose joys and pleasures all were fled, 















|er, printed at Paris, in the state of 


| Maine, stating, that the dysentery is| Letters from Rome mention, that 


} Whose cheeks were furrow’d e’er with 
} tears. 


Secretly informed of their 
desire, Mr. Gilpin obtained them | 
ihe permission they wished. And 
the door of the chamber being set 
open, immediately before which 
Mr. Fletcher was sitting upright 
iu his bed, with the curtaius un- | sweating is recommended. 


| prevailing there and in the neighbour- 
| ing towns with much severity.. The 
‘writer has given his opinion of the 
| causes and treatment of the disease. 


logy of this distemper is veiled in 
| doubt and mystery ;” also that it is 
| produced by a ** local concentration 
| chietly upon the stomach and bowels.” 
| leave, iu one respect, to differ. His 
| indications are good, viz. ** to equalize 
‘the circulation by revulsion from the 
| intestines,” &c.; to fulfil which, 


This 


drawn, unaltered in bis usual ve- | treatment is certainly important and 


nerable appearance, they slowly 
moved one by one along the gal- 
lery, severally pausing as they 
passed by the door, and casting in 
alook of mingled supplication and 
anguish. li was, iudeed, an affect. 
ing sight, to behold these unfeign- 
ed mourners successively present- 
ing themselves before the bed of 
their dying benefactor, with an in- 
expressible eagerness in their look, 
and thendragying themselvesaway 
frem his presence with a distress- 





| salutary. The practice however of 
bleeding, which he insists upon, is 
| inadmissible, and attended with dan- 
gerous, consequences ; every devia- 
tion from the healthy state denotes 





But, as regards the treatment, we beg | 


| that city had become a scene of dis- 
| order. 
| took place in open day. 


reat | Solemn and afflicting occurrences.— | 
| We agree with him that “the patho- 


In Exeter, N. H. a boy 13 years old, 
named John Kennedy, baving fled 


from home to avoid parental correc- | 


tion, climbed into a’tree. While 
there, a neighbouring lad, who was 


‘and discharged his gun at him. The 


| hin so severely, that after lingering 
in great pain a few days he expired. 
Mr. Nathan Billings, of Norwich, 
| (Conn.) was killed on Saturday the 
| 27th ult. by descending into a well, 
the air of Which was impure. 


Assassinations and robberies | 


in pursuit of ducks, passed the spot, | 
and bearing a rustling among the | 
| branches, mistook him for an owl, | 


shot enteredhis bowels, and wounded | 


| Hark, a sad knell of solemn tone ! 

Siow moves the hearse in sable dregs : 

| The flower has budded, swell’d, and blown. 
The man of years has sunk to rest. 











MARRIED, 


| On the 28th ult. Mr. Thomas Hall, to Miss 
Margaret B. Eisenhart. 
| On the 6th inst. T. C. Pinckney, Esq. to 
| Miss Caroline Smith. 
| ~On the 7th inst. Mr. Matthew I. Myers, 
| to Miss Margaret J. Reynolds. 
| On the same day, Mr. Jerrett Tlaggerty, 
to Miss Abbey Smith. ‘ 

| On Sunday, Mr. Simon P. Wyckoff, fo 
| Miss Mary Ann Dutcher. 
On Monday, Eleazer Lord, Esq. to Mis« 
! Elizabeth Pierson. : 
On Tuesday, Mr. R. B. Southwick, te Miss 
| Julian Adee. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Samuel Osberne, to 
| Miss Abbey M; Theal. 





DIED, 
On Monday, Mr. Jonathan Battell. 


A suicide, we understand, has re- 
cently been committed in Pompey, 
by aservant girl about 16 years of 
age.—Sangersfield Intell. 


The powder-mill in Lee, Ms. be- 
longing to Messrs. Lafflin and Loomis, 
all her strength to throw off the ac- | was blown up on the 19th ult. Four 
cumulation of morbid matter which | workmen were killed—one was 
is the exciting cause of the disease. | thrown forty reds. More than one 


ebility—and surely whatever has a 
tendency to produce greater debi- 
lity ought to be avoiled. Since 
bleeding has obviously this effect, it 
should no more be resorted to than 
arsenic or poison. Nature requires 








Also, Mrs. Tamour Frost, aged 80. 

Also, Theodore S. Whittemore, aged 17. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Charles Wright, aged 70. 

Also, John J. Jones, Esq. aged 39. 

On Monday, at Elizabethtown, N. J. Mr. 
Elias Haines. 

On his passage from New-Orleans to this 
city, Mr. Anthony W. Butler, aged 23. 

At Charleston, on the 30th ef Sept. Jolin 
C. P. Bruyn, aged 17. 


Deaths in this city last week, 77. 








